
Creative Approaches to Trail Building: Latest Lessons Learned from the Atlanta Beltline 

Atlanta BeltLine Inc, and its partners are taking creative and opportunistic approaches to expedite the 

build-out of a 33-mile-plus trail network that connects 46 communities across Atlanta. This session 

considers four planned and active trail segments that exemplify the organization’s new strategies. The 

proposed trail segments promise to forge new connections between Atlanta communities with different 

physical, ecological and socioeconomic circumstances. Each project is tailored to local circumstances 

and designed to deliberately address community needs and challenges.  

 A (Bipartisan) Legislative Trail Caucus for Georgia 

An effort is underway to create a bipartisan Trail Caucus in the Georgia Legislature. The panel members 

represent organizations that initiated that effort: The Firefly Trail, Georgia Bikes, and the East Coast 

Greenway. Panelists will recall the origins of the current efforts, consider the progress to date, and seek 

audience input on future participation in the Trail Caucus Initiative. 

 Walk, Bike, Run: The Augusta Canal and its Impact on the Greater Augusta Community  

 Built in 1845, the Augusta Canal tells the story of the Industrial Revolution in the American South in the 

era before, during, and after the American Civil War. Recognizing the significance of this historic feature, 

the Augusta Canal Authority developed a master plan for highlighting the historical impact. Since then, 

innovative trail designs have directed construction of more than 13 miles of trails. This system has 

generated excitement in the community which is now able to walk, run, and bike through history.  

Tackling Challenging Greenway Projects and 26 Lessons Learned 

This session will present the process of Chattanooga's Greenway development from master plan to a 

bike ride on the finished trail. Challenges faced included steep slopes, wetlands, river and railroad 

crossings, site inaccessibility, and bridge placement. Illustrations on the construction process and the 

use of a deck-built procedure to build as you go will be highlighted. The presentation of 26 lessons 

learned will be integrated into the session to provide helpful tips to help you avoid pitfalls in your next 

project.  

Florida’s Vision for Establishing and Promoting Paddling Trails and Greenways 

The purposes of establishing a paddling trail are manifold: raising environmental awareness, creating a 

sense of place, promoting good health, bringing young people outdoors, and boosting eco-tourism. Each 

paddling trail has unique qualities. Some are suitable for day trips while others can feature overnight 

opportunities. This session will help attendees develop a vision and to-do list for establishing a paddling 

trail or blueway system. The presenters will discuss tips for promotion, marketing, and connecting 

paddling trails with multiple communities and states. Florida is positioned at the forefront of an exciting 

period that will result in improved health and wellness, economic growth, increased alternative 

transportation methods, outdoor recreation opportunities, and conservation efforts. The Florida 

Greenways and Trails System is the foundation for connecting and providing access to recreational hubs 

ranging from sizeable state and national forests to small community parks.  

Connecting to Campus: Planning, Design, and Construction of the East Campus Connector Segment of 

the North Oconee Greenway Trail  



 An overview of the North Oconee Greenway Trail, its importance to Athens-Clarke County and the 

University of Georgia. A focus will be placed on the evaluation of the trail alignment and the related 

studies and permitting processes needed to assist with this evaluation. Highlights will include how 

multiple disciplines work together to resolve complex design and permitting challenges on trail systems 

within dynamic environments.  

Making it Happen: Our State Office of Outdoor Recreation 

Recreation is serious business for community development. A Georgia Outdoor Recreation Office would 

connect communities to grow their family ties to land and water, increase economic development 

opportunities, promote health and wellness, ensure conservation and stewardship of public lands and 

waters, and invest in bridging the outdoor adventure gap for underserved children. Join Outdoor 

Industry Association nonprofit partners and industry experts in a discussion about this emerging state 

level trend. Learn how an Outdoor Recreation Office could help Georgia and help workshop ideas about 

how to establish such an entity here in Georgia.  

From $1M to $10M per Mile- What are the Factors Behind the Costs for Implementation of Trails? 

 This session will feature three cities: LaGrange, Newnan, and Brookhaven. Each has a range of 

implementation costs for its initial trail project and additional phases. Representatives from each will 

present strategies for funding, existing conditions that drive up costs, and featured amenities. 

Construction costs of trails vary from $1 million to $10 million per mile. The panel will discuss their city's 

creative approaches too keeping costs down, identifying local funding, long range planning, and 

advocating for future trails. 

Build a Water Trail in Your Community 

 As more communities look for new ways to increase economic development, water trails are becoming 

a tourism draw. In this session, the South River Watershed Alliance, Arabia Mountain National Heritage 

Area, and the Nature Conservancy will highlight their on-the-ground experiences developing trails and 

discuss hurdles they continue to overcome.  

Parks Allatoona-Connecting Town and Wilderness & Past and Present 

 This session will discuss concept development, trail planning, interagency collaboration, progress & 

actions to date, and projected future decisions needed for the Parks Allatoona concept to reach fruition. 

The session will outline how the urban area of Bartow County and Cartersville will connect to the 

impressive adjoining, but presently inaccessible wilderness area along the mountainous terrain adjacent 

to Lake Allatoona's northern and Stamp Creek shoreline. The important connection of the proposed trail 

system to economic development, quality of life, users' mental health, and the importance of the 

natural environment exposure to urban populations and area youth.  

If We Connect, They Will Return: Butterflies and Chestnuts Attracting People to Nature Trails 

The South Fork trail experiment in Fulton and DeKalb Counties connecting neighbors along an urban 

creek included two projects and several partnerships. The American Chestnut Foundation and the 

Chattahoochee Nature Center offered leadership and support. Together, their expert scientific 

knowledge brought school children, teachers, parents, scout leaders, and grandparents to the trails for 

repeated visits to plan, tend, and enjoy the restoration of chestnuts, milkweed, and butterflies. These 



projects helped introduce different neighborhoods, ages, and abilities to the trails and to each other - 

building new social capital around a trail project.   

Designing Trails Shared with Low-Speed Electric Vehicles: Lessons from Peachtree City and Fayette 

County 

 There is a lively debate going on around the country about whether electric bikes, scooters, 

skateboards, and other emerging electric 'rideables' should be allowed on greenways. Peachtree City, 

GA has welcomed larger e vehicles such as golf carts or neighborhood electric vehicles on trails for 

decades. This session will explore pros and cons along with design considerations associated with trails 

where people walk, bicycle, and operate low-speed electric vehicles. Learn about emerging national 

trends in electronic micromobility & how it is changing the profession's approach to design, regulation, 

maintenance, and marketing of trails. 

Leveraging Utility Corridors 

One of the biggest challenges for building a trail is finding the right of way.  Hear from utility land 

managers how you can work with them to build a trail - and learn how Valdosta/Lowndes County built 

part of a park in a GA Power easement.  

Funding Your Trail 

 Once you develop your great trail project and garner the necessary political support, how do you pay 

for it?  Experts will discuss what federal and state funding exists - and how local government can 

develop funding streams to build trails.  

Enhancing Historic Trail Connectivity Throughout the Southeast 

 Overview of four unique historical trails with a collaborative planning element: Yadkin River Trail in 

Davidson Co, NC; Trail Creek Greenway Connector in Athens-Clarke Co, GA; City of Franklin Trail System 

in Franklin, TN; and River Park in Rock Hill, SC. Developed to attract tourism, historical importance, 

connect people to riverfront, and attract economic activity in small and mid-sized communities. 

 


